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Chief Hicks of the Eastern Band of Cherokee
indians and Chief smith of the Cherokee
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Thanks to Our Proud Sponsors

www.tdec.net/swm/oil

Nation rcturning the eternal flame to Red Clay

during the 2009 Joint Cherokee Council.

The Eternal Flame of
the Cherokee Nations



Red Clay State Historic Area

located in"southeast Tennessee on the Tennessee—Gcorg’a
border encompasses 260 acres of forested n'dgcs borderinga
narrow va”cg E)rmcrly used as cotton and pasture land. W%C
site contains a natural lanc[mark, the great council sPn'ng or
blue hole, which rises from beneath a limestone leclge toforma
deeP | that flows into Mill Creek. The sPn'ng was used bg
the CES’Zkec for their water suPPlg duﬂ'ng council mcetings.

Historical Significance

Red Cla scrve? as the seat of Cherokee government from
1852 unti the forced removal of the Cherokee in 18%8. 55 1852,
the State of Georgja had stri the Cherokee of their polit—
ical soverei ,and had banned all Poli’cical activitg in Georgja.
Asa result, the Cherokee caPital was moved from New Echota,
Georga, to Red Clag, Tennessee. Here, at Red cla ! the Trail
of Tears rea”g bcgan, for here the Cherokee learned that tlncg
had lost their mountains, streams, and va“egs forever.

Gift ShoP

lnvcntorg includes books on Cherokee history and culture,
Cherokee videos, rcPIicas of arrowhcacls, Red Clay T-
s]'ﬁrts, Red C|a9 Pa’cchcs, and other native American edgca~
tional materials.

Picnic Pavilion

One picnic Pavilion seats 80-100 PcoP|e and includes a larée
g1”, 'rcPlace and restrooms. Reservations are recommend-
ccl, esPecia” onweekend clays and holiclags, If the shelter is
not rcss:rvec]’:I forthe clag, it may be used on a first-come basis.
Hikin

Ower three miles of hiking trails range from easy Pavcd trails
to a moderate, marked trail that winds through the woods.

Visitor’s Center

"The James F: Corn Interpretive l:acilitg contains
exhibits on the 19th century Cherokee, the Trail of
Tears, and Prchistorg, Cherokee art, a video the-
ater, ghct S]’lOP and a small librarg."

Planned Programs

Programs for all age groups are available, and are scheduled
year-round. Our Primarg programs concern Cherokee histo-
Yy and culturc, signhcicancc of Red Clay, natural historg and
conservation. Please call the park visitor center at 425478~
0559 for more information and to schedule programs.

Amphitheatre

Red Clay’s Amphithcatre seats 500 People and may be
reserved for a small fee. Electrical outlets are available for use
for musical and/or theatrical activities.

Other Nearby State Parks
Harrison bay State Par‘<, 21 miles

Booker T. Washington State Parl(, 20 miles

RED CLAY PARK
ROAD

Annual Event

March — Red Clay Homccoming

May — Hcritagc Craft Fair

August — Cherokee Days of Recognition

Se Ptcmbcr — Labor Dag Weekend Craft Fair
October — Red Clay Intertribal Heritage Gathering
December - Trail OPLights

Ncarbg Attractions
® Nancy Ward Gravesite
® Museum Center at 5ive Points
® New Echota Cherokee CaPitol State Historic Site
® Chief Vann House State Historic Site
® C. E. Blevins Avian Learning Center (bg aPPointment)

Red Clag State Historic Area

PARK
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VISITOR’S CENTER
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